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into a partnership agreement to build rental housing for families of low income. The
Federal Government bears 75 p.c. of the capital costs and the provincial government the
remainder, although the latter may call upon the municipality concerned to bear a portion
of the provincial share. Federal-provincial rental housing projects are of two types—sub-
gsidized and full-recovery. In subsidized projects, rents are related to the tenant’s family
income and size of family; in full-recovery projects, rents are set at a level sufficient to
amortize capital costs and to recover operating expenses.

A 1960 amendment to Sect. 36 permits the Government to supplement its federal-
provincial low-rental housing program by making provision for the acquisition of existing
housing stock. The amendment authorizes the Government to pay 75 p.c. of the cost of
acquisition, improvement and conversion of these buildings for housing purposes. This
financial assistance is available on condition that the existing accommodation is located
in a section designated as an urban renewal area in an agreement between a province, a
municipality in the province, and the Corporation. Balance of the cost will be shared by
the participating governments in the same manner as for new housing under this Section.

Under the same Section of the National Housing Act, the Federal Government and the
government of a province may also enter into an agreement to provide for a land assembly
project, which involves the development of raw land for housing purposes. After sub-
division planning, installation of sewer and water lines and the construction of roads and
sidewalks, serviced lots are made available for sale to prospective home owners or to builders
for residential construction. The Federal Government pays 75 p.c. of the costs of such
projects and the province concerned pays the remainder.

Corporation Building.—The Corporation may construct and administer housing and
certain other buildings on its own account and for other government departments and
agencies. Its responsibilities include the provision of architectural and engineering designs,
the calling of public tenders and the administration of the construction contracts—includ-
ing any necessary on-site surveys and engineering. On such contracts the Corporation
carries out full architectural and engineering inspections.

Grants.—The Federal Government makes financial assistance available to munici-
palities for the study of existing conditions and the establishment of their needs for re-
development and housing. Under Part V of the Act, the Corporation may arrange with a
municipality to undertake either a city-wide study or a study in a specific area. In the
case of city-wide investigation, the Government may provide as much as 75 p.c. of the
cost and up to 50 p.c. for study of a limited area. Under Sect. 23, the Government may
pay up to 50 p.c. of the cost of acquisition and clearance of an area marked for renewal.

Research—The Government’s housing agency is concerned also with building tech-
nology in the formulation of standards for house construction, in the use of suitable materials
and in the development of new building techniques. The Corporation has no laboratory
facilities but has direct experience of performance in the field and seeks the advice of
specialists in the various agencies and departments of the Federal Government in such
matters. Research into the factors affecting housing is concerned with the measurement
of the demand for new housing, the volume of new housing built and the supply of mortgage
money for house construction. The Corporation also co-ordinates and publishes statistical
information on housing. Supported by funds provided under the National Housing Act,
the Canadian Housing Design Council directs a program toward the improvement of
bousing design in Canada.



